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Ashlawn Elementary School, Arlington, VA, who
introduced the President; and Arlene Ackerman,
superintendent, District of Columbia Public
Schools. The President also referred to the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers (AFT) and the Na-
tional Education Association (NEA). A portion of
these remarks could not be verified because the
tape was incomplete.

Statement on the Anniversary of the
Children’s Health Insurance
Program
October 1, 1998

Today marks the one-year anniversary of
the new Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram (CHIP). This historic effort—which I
called for in my 1997 State of the Union and
signed into law last summer as part of the
historic bipartisan Balanced Budget Act—is
the largest children’s health coverage expan-
sion since the enactment of Medicaid over
30 years ago. CHIP provides $24 billion to
help States offer affordable health insurance
to children in working families that make too
much for Medicaid but too little to afford
private coverage.

I am proud to announce that in its first
year, nearly four out of five States are already
participating in CHIP. A report released by
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices today finds that these State programs will
provide health care coverage to over 2.3 mil-
lion children when fully implemented. Many
of these States have indicated they will ex-
pand their programs to even more children,
and the remaining States have proposals that
we expect to approve in the coming months.

However, much work remains to be done
to improve the health of our Nation’s chil-
dren. We must work to ensure that every
child eligible for CHIP gets enrolled. Equally
important, over 4 million uninsured children
are eligible but not signed up for Medicaid.
Educating families, simplifying the enroll-
ment process, and making health insurance
a national priority requires a sustained com-
mitment from the public and the private sec-
tor. This has been and will continue to be
a top priority for my administration. I have
directed 12 Federal agencies that serve chil-
dren and families to reach out and enroll un-
insured children and am extremely encour-

aged by our partnership with the States and
the private sector to help meet this challenge.

We know that children with insurance are
healthier—getting more regular checkups,
more routine immunizations, and fewer ear
infections. On the one year birthday of
CHIP, let us recommit ourselves to providing
affordable health coverage to the millions of
American children without insurance.

Statement on House Action on the
‘‘Year 2000 Information and
Readiness Disclosure Act’’
October 1, 1998

I am pleased that the House today joined
the Senate in passing the ‘‘Year 2000 Infor-
mation and Readiness Disclosure Act,’’ a bill
that will provide limited liability protections
for sharing information while protecting con-
sumers from misleading statements. This im-
portant bipartisan legislation, based on a pro-
posal by my administration, will help our Na-
tion prepare its computer systems for the
new millennium.

By encouraging greater information shar-
ing about Y2K solutions, this legislation will
help businesses, State and local government,
and Federal agencies in their efforts to ad-
dress the year 2000 computer problem. I
look forward to signing it into law.

Proclamation 7130—National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, 1998
October 1, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For the millions of us who have lost loved

ones to breast cancer, this annual observance
brings with it both sorrow and hope—sorrow
that medical breakthroughs came too late to
save a beloved relative or friend, and hope
that new efforts in research, prevention, and
treatment will protect other families from
suffering the impact of this devastating dis-
ease. Recent declines in the rate of breast
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cancer deaths among American women re-
flect the progress we have made in early de-
tection and improved treatment. But it is ur-
gent that we continue to build on that
progress. This year alone, another 180,000
cases of breast cancer will be diagnosed, and
some 44,000 women will die from the dis-
ease.

We are waging America’s crusade against
breast cancer on many fronts. Spearheading
the effort is the National Action Plan on
Breast Cancer (NAPBC)—the product of a
conference convened by Secretary of Health
and Human Services (HHS) Donna Shalala
that included advocates, women with breast
cancer, their families, clinicians, researchers,
members of Congress, educators, and the
media. The NAPBC is helping to coordinate
the national response to breast cancer by fos-
tering communication, cooperation, and col-
laboration among experts both inside and
outside of the Government.

The lead Government agency conducting
breast cancer research and control programs
is the National Cancer Institute (NCI) at
HHS. By developing an index of genes in-
volved in breast and other cancers, the NCI
is improving our understanding of the disease
at the molecular level. Research into the rela-
tionship between breast cancer and genes
such as BRCA1 and BRCA2 is helping us
to better comprehend how the disease devel-
ops, allowing researchers to understand more
precisely the risk of breast cancer caused by
mutations in these genes. The most encour-
aging advance thus far in prevention research
came from the landmark Breast Cancer Pre-
vention Trial. This study, a national clinical
trial sponsored by the NCI, found that
women at high risk for breast cancer reduced
that risk by taking the drug tamoxifen, dem-
onstrating that breast cancer can actually be
prevented. The NCI is now developing an
educational program to help physicians and
patients decide who should consider taking
tamoxifen.

Researchers are also making advances in
breast cancer treatment and have found ways
to combine chemotherapy drugs to make
treatment more effective for patients whose
cancer has spread. Drugs have also been de-
veloped to alleviate some of the side effects
of chemotherapy. But these breakthroughs

in cancer research and treatment can only
help if women are informed about them.
During this month, I invite all Americans to
take part in our national effort to save lives.
Let us join together to make sure that women
and their families hear the message about the
importance of screening and early detection,
receive recommended screening mammo-
grams, and have access to appropriate treat-
ment. We have won important battles in our
war on breast cancer, and we have cause to
celebrate; nevertheless, we must remain fo-
cused on gaining the ultimate victory—an
America free from breast cancer.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 1998 as
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I
call upon government officials, businesses,
communities, health care professionals, edu-
cators, volunteers, and all the people of the
United States to publicly reaffirm our Na-
tion’s strong and continuing commitment to
controlling and curing breast cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of October, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 2, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 5.

Remarks at a Unity ’98 Dinner
October 1, 1998

Thank you very much. I thought the Vice
President was a nonviolent man. [Laughter]
It’s not our friends we’re trying to unseat.
[Laughter] It’s just like practice; it’s like a
scrimmage, you know.

Well, first of all, thank you all for being
here. This has been a very successful night.
And I want to thank Nancy and Bob and
Steve and everybody who worked on these
Unity events, it’s been a very good thing.


